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of pride in being able to predict with such 

accuracy, but yes, there is a large amount of 

contention ahead of us. [A snicker of sorts 

from the audience is audible.] One hundred 

percent, there will be contention. 

The second thing 1 draw from what I've 

presented thus far, is 1 believe we are 

currently in a period of restraint and order. 

1 say that, and 1 think, this may sound 

somewhat counter intuitive because of 

what causes me to be delivering this, 

whatever this is, ['Presentation' is the word 

I'm looking for] in that 1 am and have 

been a part of something that has become 

known as the modern worship movement. 

Here's what 1 think has happened in this, 

the modern worship movement - the 

Church has simply embraced pop music. 

Right? [This was a rhetorical question.] 1 

mean, we've been in this era, and this is 

another reason why 1 would think order 

and restraint is the land where we currently 

reside, we've been in this era of great 

turmoil and shifting. Philosophically. 

Scientifically. Large paradigm shifts 

is 1 mean, look back to here. [I was standing 

by the overhead projector again, pointing 

at the one string lute.] The first thing that 

Pythagoras gets to as he starts dividing is 

the 1,4, and 5. The simplest of ratios when 

dividing the frequency of sound is pop 

music. You've heard the phrase, "just give 

me three chords and the truth." These are 

those three chords. The "one" chord that is 

formed based on the primary tone sounded 

when the string is plucked, the "five" chord 

that is formed based on the note sounded 

after the first division of the string, and 

the "four" chord that is formed based on 

the note that is sounded after the second 

division. One, Four, Five. So pop music is 

based on the simplest, most foundational 

divisions. So, to see the Church embrace 

this form of music indicates to me there 

is a want for order and simplicity. We 

have perceived chaos dominating the 

horizon and it is therefore expected and 

understandable that we would wish for 

order - that we would wish to place limits 

on the seemingly limitless. 

that many of us have been in constant So, what's the future then? 1 know, you're 

conversation about - attempting to absorb 

and respond as people of faith. These shifts 

that are just massive, 1 mean the move from 

Newtonian physics to quantum physics, 

the undermining of ontological proof and 

certainty, these things have immediate and 

direct impact on our art and music and our 

ideas of beauty. And so 1 think it makes 

sense then, that we would want simplicity, 

that we would want order, that we would 

need something that feels foundational, 

that gives us a sense of certainty. 1 think 

that's what this embrace of pop music is. 

already ahead of me, I'm certain, but let's 

do this. [I move to the overhead projector 

and pull the marker from my pocket 

again.] 1 mean, this felt so mathematical 

earlier. [I shot a look to the physicist who 

was onstage and she nodded approvingly.] 

Again, this would be a triangle. [I drew 

another triangle.] It is also a right triangle, 

as was our previous triangle, but this time, 

we'll go with a length of 3 and 3. [I wrote 

3 underneath the bottom line of the right 

triangle and then wrote 3 on the vertical 

line of the right triangle.] OK. Can anyone 

[I'm back at the projector, pointing at the 

new triangle.] This is not something that 

they created, this is not something they can 

change, this just is. And without irrational 

numbers he's not going to reconcile things. 

So, here's what 1 think. 1 think that the 

future of worship is this line right here. [I 

am drawing on the hypotenuse of the new 

right triangle, tracing it back and forth until 

it becomes thick and dark and substantial.] 

That it will reconcile order and perceived 

chaos, that it will point to the chaos, that it 

will point to the limitlessness of things, that 

it will point to the irrationality of where we 

are and in so doing, it will probably point 

give me the length of the hypotenuse of to the most irrational thing of all, which 

Pop music IS the lowest common this right triangle? [A long, silent pause] is grace. And 1 hope and 1 pray that in the 

denominator when it comes to art and 

music, to critique myself and what 1 

participate in. 1 love pop music. You know, 

give me some Lil Wayne, I'm happy, you 

know. [Mr. Wayne just popped out. It must 

So here's the thing. This drove Pythagoras 

crazy, right? [I'm pointing to the new 

triangle on the overhead projector.] Didn't 

this? [Still pointing to the new triangle] 1 

mean, to get the square root of 18 is just 

have been the subconscious knowing the not going to happen. [The physicist was 

mention of this deviant would be ludicrous now laughing audibly.] All Pythagoras 

and provocative. Sure enough, much has to work with are whole numbers and 

laughter was elicited.] But what's going on fractions, right? So, this is not cool man. 

process of this contentious thing ahead 

of us, we will still be known and defined 

simply - as people singing songs to Christ, 

as if to a God. 


